Husbands' Out-migration:
Increased Burden on or More
Autonomy for Wives Left
Behind? ?

Dirgha J. Ghimire

Institute for Social and Environmental Research Nepal
Yang Zhang

University of Michigan

E-5-R-C I &2
oo B2 Growth
LUt gVGlsResearch

people

Ml [’rogramme

UmiveErsmy oF MicHIGAN



Presenter
Presentation Notes
This study is part of a larger study on labor out migration, agricultural productivity, and food security funded by DFID’s Economic and Social Research Council. This research was conducted in partnership with the Institute of Social and Environmental Research – Nepal. 


Rationale for Study

» World has witness unpredicted levels of
population mobility in the history of mankind.

» Migration has drawn attention in both the

academia and
» Has promptec

policy arena.
large number of studies.

» These studies

nave greatly advanced our

understanding of consequences of household
members’ migration on left behind family and
sending communities.



Rationale of the Study

» However, with few exceptions, little attention
has been given to the most obvious family
member — the spouse, the wives— In
predominantly male migration-sending
contexts.

» The impacts of husbands’ migration on wives
left behind may be distinct from the impacts on
other family members.



Our Context
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
These pop pyramids for Chitwan show the effects of the increase in international outmigration from 1998 to 2013
- High rates of outmigration among working age men, though there is some international outmigration among women
- Falling fertility


Our Contex

Distribution of Population of Western Chitwan
Who were Avway from Chitwan in 2013 by Age and Gender
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This population pyramid shows the age and sex distribution of international out-migrants from Chitwan in 2013
Men migrate to Gulf countries, India
Women tend to migrate for domestic work in Israel and Gulf countries


Our context:

» Close 50% households has at least one migrant

» Over 95 % male

» Two third are married men



Literature:

» Literature points towards two opposing effects:

»Yabiku et al found that husband’s migration
enhances wives’ autonomy and empowerment
(Yabiku, Agadjanian, and Sevoyan. 2010).

»>While Ma

narjan et al found wives whose

husbands had migrated experienced increased

work buro

ens and relationship problems with

their husbands and in-laws (Maharjan, Bauer
and Knerr, 2012b).



B
Theoretical Framework:

We argue both of these effects may operate
simultaneously

» Loss of household labor due to husbands'
migration increases burden on wives

» Remittance husbands' sent to household
may mediate the burden and may in fact
Increase autonomy


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Investigating associations between husband outmigration and wives's burden and autonomy – requires us to think about:
The mechanisms linking outmigration and subsequent daily activities by the left behind wives , and
Factors that may spur outmigration, that are also shaping subsequent agricultural decisions by the left behind.
Community-level factors are closely linked to both outmigration and agricultural decisions
- Education, access to social organizations, and community infrastructure. 
- Greater community infrastructure and development are generally linked to decreases in outmigration.

2 competing hypothesis as to the relationship between outmigration and subsequent agricultural practices in HH of origin.
Labor loss hyp predicts that outmigration would spur exit from agriculture because there are fewer workers in the HH to participate in farming activities
NELM (loosening credit constraint) suggests that the receipt of remittances in LB HH would help retain LB HH in agriculture because they can invest remittances in farming technologies or other inputs


In deed these associations could be
conditioned by:

» The diversity of family structures, motivations
for migration, and human and social capital
embedded Iin migrant-sending households along
with the gender, religious, and ethnic
stratification of their origin societies may all play
Important roles in how a wife manages her
husband’s household role and responsibilities,
and how she copes with the social and
psychological stress of her husband’s migration.



.

Specific Aims

»Does husband's labour out-migration increases
women's burden measured as:
»number daily activities
»women’s participation in farming

»Does husband's labour out-migration increases
women's autonomy measured as:
» media use
»Economic activities


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The aims of the broader project are to study 


Data and sample:
» Data: Chitwan Valley Family Study

»> 149 communities, initially defined as a cluster of
5-15 households

Institute for Social and Environmental Research - Nepal
Map of the CVFS Study Area (Western Chitwan), Nepal

> 1931 households
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Data Collection

Used a Women Time Use Calendar Method
Last 24 hours

Last month




Respoadent’s I

ction DI 1: Women-Time Use in a Day

Exact Time:.....

Respondent s Marital !\Euluhl 1. Married 1. Divorce 3. Widow |
L T I
[ Close the Interview |
Dl Mow lam going o ask you some questions aboul your time spenl m Vanows sctivities ma day. Please tell me what have you done from yesterday. ... to tll now and for how long”
For Interviewer: We have developed a table o record the various sctivities nespendent performed in the kst 24 hour. To make it easy, time (hour) has kept m the top row of the table and activities in column in et sade and crested a box for each bour. Although time in the
table starts from 4 o'elock early in the morning, the question should be asked based on interview time and should ask how she spent ber time in last 24 hours. Suppose interview starts from 9 o'clock, question should stan as “what were you doing yesterday at this time or 219
o'clock?™ Once respondent tells the name of activity, X should be recorded m the box comespondmg to that activity and time. Then agam ask "how long did you spend your time on this activity” and agam mark X in the box corresponding to that time and join bath X by a lme.
In this way, we need 1o ask how she spent ber time afier that until reached 10 24 hours. Respondent could perform more than one activities m same time. Please ask how much time she spent in each activity and recornd as mentioned above. [f activity that the respondent
mentioned is already listed in table, mark in the corresponding box and il met, write down the sctivity the respondent said on the blank line in Others category and ask the time. Note: If actvaty is completed within a howr, please mark X in the box and cirele i
SN Time and Hours Ves=1, | Early Morning Morming Day Evening Night
Deaily Activity No=8 d 5 [ L] 9 1 11 12 4 5 9 10 11 11 1 2
1 Persenal care (Bathing & Cleaning)
2 [Cleaned house
3 Farticipated in daily worship or religicus activities
4 |Prepared foodfreakfastitiffin
5 JAde or taken ToodbreakasuiiTin
6 |Washed dishes and cleaned kitchen
7 |Washed clothe
B |Went to collegefschool and studied at home
9 Daily wage activity
10 flnvelved in own business
11 Jlavelved in agricultural activities
12 |Raised livestock! grass cutting
13 |Went to alfice
14 |Took care of children/elderly people
15 JHelped children For their study
16 |Watched television/read paper or book
17T |Speat time (o use internet or fcebosk
18 |Talked im the phone
1% |Speat time with ifends/eolleag oes
2 [Taken rest
11 |Slept
22 [Oher (Speeify). ..o aseeenieains
13 |Other (Speeily)e i cciiciiiaaa
24 JOther (Specily)a i
25 |Other (specif)..... oo

Go to Monthly Time Use Calendar




Exact Tims:..

Section DI 2: Women-Time Use in a Month

A2 Mo | i godig o ask e same questasi sbou your Lese spent (o diflerent sotivities i the past sonth. Plesee il me what have vos done o laen . jde) il sodey snd fior ow masy doy?

For Interviewer: We lave developed & wble w pecond vasiows scovities respossdienn perfomned in the L) mosth |30 dys). To make it ey, days bave been kept i te top row in the table s sctivines in coluss s left s and creaed & box for each day. Althosgh the tekhe stists from the frst day of the sonth, the questan shisld
Jioe et Bl o imtervien dane asd hvoseled ik ol eetivitiess she wis dnrvalved in previeus 30 days. Suppose inerview dute is 10th day of the mosh, you shoeld ask about the acivities she bad performed sinee 10 day of the st month w1l sodey, Osoe respondent mestans the seivites, we neod sk when of which dase she
hadl dhome that setivity and should mark X in the corespeonding box Then abes ek bow masy days she was: invohved s that activity and mark X s the comesposding bow and join both X by line. bn this way, we seed 10 ask all activities mestioned is the uble. Beside, we atso seed o ask (' she bad done sy other activity in any day of
the: last mondh. Respondent could perform mose San one activity n same day. Please ask each actvity she had dose for how many days ssd record as mentioned above. 1 the activity mentioned by resposdest & alresdy in table, mark oo that scivity and if sot, weite dows Se activities respondent said on Blank line (Tthers section)
sl sk the deraven. Nete: W activity & complesed within o day, please mark X in bos and eircle i1, Agais, either you can sk resposdess initisting from today back s one mosth or sitising Som the Sest day of the sonth el oday, You co ask efther way whatever resposdess feel casy.

Muith
&N Month and Dutes —_— Day 1 1 3 4 5 i 7 L] 4 11 1 12 13 14 15 Lis 17 18 1% 1] 1] 1 1 4 15 2 17 ] 13 30 3 3
Dl
Weck Dy
Muonthly Activities Yesml, Nowi)
1 |Wrked ai Farm

1 | Werked For livestocks

3 |Went twofTice jofTiee day)

4 | Divalved in o Dines

5 | Sewing and weaving

& | Wient b el bepefichosl ution

Dailly wage setivities {dagh

¥ | Visived t» relatives and oiber people

¥ | Wient b market

10 | Went teshop fer shipping

10 [P hills fedeetrieity phor

12 | Wient b han ki remsillani

13 |Febtsick oF visited docter far awn bealth check up of to biy miedicine

14 | Weent health eentre Tor ofber f@mily member's Drealie

15 | Visited ts relighons place

16 | Adrenied cultarsl (wedilingNuneralibe

1T | Went Fer entertainmenl | pienbe, visil semenhere ele)

15 | Antended waimen group or oler kinds of meeting

19 | Went tochildren’s sehusl in juss fee o ather puspise

25 | Other {Specify)..

Thaik youvery much far your valusble tisse and cooperation. We will visit o again.

Exact Timss:..

Thank You !




Data collection:

Season 1 Season 2 Season 3 Season 4 Season 5

Data Collection
Activities

1. Household Registry 2792 99.5 2869 99.5 2891 99.3 2903 99.1 3000 99.5

2. \Women Time Use 2422 98.6 2295 952 2236 94.7 2231 953 2221 95.6

3. Seasonal Agri. &

: 2208 99.7 2197 99.2 2187 99.1 2183 98.9 2171 98.5
Remittance



Data Collection

Used first wave data from 2103 women ages 18-
59 years

Response Rate= 93.49

Average interview time : 15.70 minutes



@Analytical Approach

Outcome: Wives' daily activities:
»number daily activities
»women’s participation in farming
»Economic activities

Explanatory factors: Husband's out-migration
remittance

Unit of analysis: Individual Women

Analytical technique: Multi-level, multiple regression
models (linear and binary).


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The authors are explicitly looking at first exit from agriculture, though I want to note that re-entry is very rare 

Categorical measure of remittances

Restricted to households who were farming in 2006, the authors used a …. To estimate the annual hazard of stopping farming 


Table 1. Descriptive Statistics of select measures used in the analyses

Variable
Daily activities performed last 24 hours

Participated in Farming activities last 24 hours 1

Participated in economic activities in last month
Education

Wife with no formal education
Wife with 1-5 grade education
Wife with 6-10 grade of education
Wife with 11 or more grade of education
Brahmin\Chhetri

Hill Janjati

Dalit

Newar

Terai Janajati

Engagement in agriculture
Household Assets

Internet cable

Distance to Narayanghat

Market with in 15 minutes

Wife's age

Household Size

Children

Husband non-migrant

Husband migrant no remittance
Husband migrants with remittance
Months husband abroad last year

Label
Numbers

1=Yes, 0=NO

1=Yes, 0=NO
Highest grade
1=Yes, 0=NO
1=Yes, 0=NO
1=Yes, 0=NO
1=Yes, 0=NO
1=Yes, 0=NO
1=Yes, 0=NO
1=Yes, 0=NO
1=Yes, 0=NO
1=Yes, 0=NO
Scale

Scale

1=Yes, 0=NO
Miles
Minutes
Years
Numbers
Numbers
1=Yes, 0=NO
1=Yes, 0=NO
1=Yes, 0=NO
Numbers

2103
2103

2103
2103
2103
2103
2103
2103
2103
2103
2103
2103
2103
2103
2103
2103
2103
2103
2103
2103
2103
2103
2103
2103
2103

12.50
0.70

2.56
5.95
0.27
0.18
0.33
0.22
0.40
0.20
0.13
0.06
0.21
0.15
0.01
0.98
8.62
0.96
35.40
.17
2.05
0.63
0.09
0.28
3.51

3.00
0.00

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
-2.19
-7.36
0.00
0.02
0.00
18.00
2.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

Minimum Maximum

19.00
1.00

15.50
16.00
1.00
1.00
1.00
1.00
1.00
1.00
1.00
1.00
1.00
23.92
13.07
1.00
17.70
1.00
59.00
28.00
8.00
1.00
1.00
1.00
12.00
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ctivity_Days



Multilevel Regression Estimate of Effects of
Husband's Migration on Wife's number of daily
activities

Estimates Star_1da_1rd T Value Pvalue

Measures deviation

Brahmin\Chhetri 0.63 0.15 4.28 0.0
Hill Janjati 0.01 0.17 0.09 0.93
Dalit 0.89 0.24 3.78 0.00
Newar 0.47 0.16 3.04 0.00
Wife with 1-5 grade education 0.50 0.16 3.11 0.00
Wife with 6-10 grade of education 0.93 0.16 5.84 0.00
Wife with 11 or more grade of education  1.05 0.19 5.45 0.00
Engagement in agriculture 0.03 0.03 1.00 0.32
Household Assets 0.08 0.03 2.68 0.01
Internet cable -0.37 0.35 -1.07 0.28
Distance to Narayanghat 0.02 0.01 1.30 0.19
Market with in 15 minutes 0.53 0.26 2.01 0.04
Wife's age -0.02 0.01 -2.23 0.03
Household Size -0.04 0.02 -2.48 0.01
Children 0.02 0.05 0.45 0.65

Months husband abroad last year 0.02 0.01 2.13 0.03



Multilevel Logistic Regression Estimate of Effects
of Husband's Migration on Wife's participation in

farming activities

Measures

Brahmin\Chhetri

Hill Janjati

Dalit

Newar

Wife with 1-5 grade education
Wife with 6-10 grade of education
Wife with 11 or more grade of
education

Engagement in agriculture
Household Assets

Internet cable

Distance to Narayanghat

Market with in 15 minutes

Wife's age

Household Size

Children

Months husband abroad last year

Odds Ratio

0.67
1.14
1.37
1.18
0.94
1.04

1.80
0.76
0.89
1.24
0.90
1.20
0.97
1.03
0.86
0.97

Standard

deviation
0.17
0.18
0.24
0.17
0.18
0.17

0.20
0.04
0.03
0.43
0.02
0.33
0.01
0.02
0.06
0.01

t Value P value

-2.40
0.72
1.28
0.97

-0.36
0.24

2.91
-6.93
-3.65

0.51
-6.83

0.56
-3.30

1.46
-2.47
-2.67

0.02
0.47
0.20
0.33
0.72
0.81

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.61
0.00
0.58
0.00
0.14
0.01
0.01



Multilevel Logistic Regression Estimate of Effects
of Husband's Migration status on Wife's
participation in farming activities

Measures Odds Ratio Staﬂd"?‘rd t Value P value
deviation

Brahmin\Chhetri 0.669 0.17 -2.42 0.02
Hill Janjati 1.139 0.18 0.71 0.48
Dalit 1.374 0.24 1.31 0.19
Newar 1.170 0.17 0.93 0.35
Wife with 1-5 grade education 0.936 0.18 -0.38 0.71
Wife with 6-10 grade of education 1.032 0.17 0.18 0.86
Wife with 11 or more grade of education 1.781 0.20 2.86 0.00
Engagement in agriculture 0.755 0.04 -6.94 0.00
Household Assets 0.891 0.03 -3.74 0.00
Internet cable 1.242 0.42 0.51 0.61
Distance to Narayanghat 0.902 0.02 -6.83 0.00
Market with in 15 minutes 1.206 0.33 0.56 0.57
Wife's age 0.974 0.01 -3.29 0.00
Household Size 1.027 0.02 1.49 0.14
Children 0.864 0.06 -2.48 0.01
Husband's abroad with no remittance 0.785 0.18 -1.31 0.19

Husband's abroad with remittance 0.802 0.12 -1.83 0.07



Multilevel Regression Estimate of Effects of
Husband's Migration on Wife's participation in

economic activities
Standard

Measures Estimates . T Value P value
deviation

Brahmin\Chhetri -0.38 0.18 -2.17 0.03
Hill Janjati 0.01 0.21 0.03 0.97
Dalit -0.04 0.28 -0.16 0.87
Newar 0.10 0.19 0.56 0.57
Wife with 1-5 grade education 0.27 0.19 1.44 0.15
Wife with 6-10 grade of education 0.45 0.19 2.38 0.02
Wife with 11 or more grade of education 0.58 0.23 2.53 0.01
Engagement in agriculture -0.05 0.03 -1.52 0.13
Household Assets -0.04 0.03 -1.31 0.19
Internet cable 0.40 0.41 0.98 0.33
Distance to Narayanghat -0.07 0.02 -4.43 0.00
Market with in 15 minutes 0.68 0.31 2.18 0.03
Wife's age 0.00 0.01 0.30 0.76
Household Size -0.03 0.02 -1.67 0.10
Children 0.13 0.06 2.14 0.03

Months husband abroad last year 0.01 0.01 0.60 0.55



Conclusions

® Consequences of Husbands' migration for
wives works in complex ways

® Husband's out-migration increases wife's
number of activities but decreases participation
in farming.

® Husband's migration status sending
remittance has stronger consequences for wives
participation in farming.
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